National and Local Twenty’s Plenty for Us Campaign 

Notes for Cheltenham Partnerships, voluntary and other groups.  Sept 2010 
http://www.20splentyforus.org.uk aims to get 20 mph as the default urban speed limit in residential areas and,  as far as practicable,  on the more major roads.  www.livingstreets.org.uk , previously the Pedestrian’s Association, shares this aim. It follows continental practice of 30 kph in such areas. 
For cycling the DfT now recognises that calmer traffic is more important than cycle lanes & other ‘facilities’, especially shared pavements (activists have known this for years). But 20 mph has a far broader appeal and benefit.  
In July Rod King, the national campaign manager, spoke to a  meeting of Cheltenham & County officers, councillors, community leaders, voluntary sectors, advanced motorists, police,  cycling groups, roads safety specialists and local living Streets members. The talk was engaging, interesting and persuasive: sceptics were turned. 
Latest DfT guidance encourages local authorities to consider 20 mph. Not such a cop-out as it might seem. Rod stressed that to work there must be community support, ideally community instigation. We see various local  parishes etc calling for it. GCC have implemented several schemes.  But many are the old ‘zones’ which need additional infrastructure (humps etc) 
Total 20 mph is area wide -areas not zones. They work by community consensus and relatively cheap signage etc.  (1/50 th cost of zones) Portsmouth is prime example which GCC / Glos police have visited. Other towns include: Oxford Norwich Leicester Newcastle-upon-Tyne Islington (LB) Hackney  Bristol* Warrington*  Colchester Wirral Southwark (LB) Limpley Stoke

Rod says “ Already nearly 5m residents live in towns which are adopting or have adopted this policy. Most importantly, through democratic debate those communities have decided that ‘20's Plenty Where People Live’. And it is those same communities who have then changed their behaviour to drive slower in residential streets and where people walk and cycle.”
The benefits: safety -  collisions at 20 mph are hugely less harmful than at 30 , let alone 40 (80% , 50% , 20% pedestrian survival respectively) . 
 7 mph reductions achieved;  improved ambience, social cohesion, cycling and walking ‘encouraged’, even drivers benefit a) where they live, b) average speeds can go up! 
The Low Carbon issue:  low speeds are alleged to increase pollution because 50 mph is often optimal.  Maybe so, but only if  a smooth 50 is maintained - not the case in towns. Belgian research showed emissions of most pollutants should not be expected to rise or fall dramatically although the VeTESS methodology indicates significant decrease in  e.g. diesel exhaust components. A larger carbon benefit is likely to arise indirectly by making walking and cycling more attractive.  

Other myths busted on the website include:
Child safety benefits; don’t get swayed by our allegedly good road safety record compared with some other countries; child casualties are inordinately worse (reinforced by a recent Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety  - PACT  report) e.g. in 08  89 assaults,  getting much attention ; 307 self harm , 764 Road ‘accidents’ largely ignored; 500 other accidents.  We’re killing our children with our cars.  PACT says we ‘Need to protect but not restrict’ – exactly what 20 mph does.  
The Portsmouth experience indicates that pilot studies are no longer appropriate. 

20's Plenty Debate in Manchester : The Transport Planning Society has arranged a North west Region debate on whether city-wide 20mph limits are preferred to localised intervention.  

In Gloucestershire 20 mph is being reviewed by the road safety team and a scrutiny committee. Through Rod’s presentation  GCC is in direct touch with him an cllr  Rod Garnham particularly interested. But the cuts might see the end of progress despite the low cost and overall cost benefits.
Other key points from Rod King’s presentation 

 Latest legislation makes local authorities’ implementation of 20 mph relatively straightforward.  

Even when we’re driving the delays are only seconds on a typical cross town trip. 

Benefits for walking, cycling, elderly, young and disabled are clear – and urban areas are made generally more pleasant.     

When asked, about 75% of people, including drivers, are in favour.

Community engagement and enthusiasm are essential not only for democracy’s sake but also so that the police do not perceive a scheme done by councils ‘on the cheap’ leaving them to deal with the snags. 

It works largely  by consent so that those who flout the system are seen as socially unacceptable. 

Done well, schemes result in light touch policing; again, by consent, even though police can be initially sceptical if not opposed. 

Despite relatively low cost,  current budgets might be insufficient – if  NHS costs (e.g. of the avoided casualties) etc could be included the financial case would be indisputable.  

Our local action  - it’s informal at present  – but there’s a google group to exchange views and new. Go to www.googlegroups.com
search for 20s-plenty-for-cheltenham, and click ‘Apply…’. You’ll need a google account. The group is a member of Cheltenham VCA

John Mallows,  
