	Springbank Community Forum


Notes of meeting held on 7th September 2011 at Springbank Resource Centre

	Present:
	
	
	

	Andy Hayes 
	Hesters Way Partnership (Chair)
	Kate Swainson
	Hesters Way Children’s Centre

	Janice Payne
	Cheltenham Borough Council
	Doreen Spiers
	Friends of Springbank

	Cllr Suzanne Williams
	Glos County Council
	Dave Tizzard
	Fintan FC

	Kevin Devaney

	Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project
	Chris Green
	Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project

	Jamie Burn
	All Saints Academy
	Caron Forbes
	Hesters Way Partnership

	Khoboso Hargura
	KPL/HWNP
	
	

	Agenda Item 1 – Apologies & Introductions

Apologies were received from Cllr Peter Jeffries, Marrianne Crossman,  Paula Heggarty, Ranj Jassal, Lisa Payne, Celia Wear, Sian Warren, Wayne Lippett .  Introductions were made for the benefit of those who had not previously met.  The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

	
	Action

	Agenda Item 2 - Notes of last meetings and matters arising

· Minutes of the last meeting held on 9th February 2011 were agreed and signed as an accurate record. 
· Matters Arising
1

No update available on recent enforcement taken locally relating to dog fouling penalties.  Janice to follow up additional signage with Duncan Turner. 
2 

Triscombe Way adoption – not currently considered to be an issue.  
3
Andy Hayes in receipt of Glos County Council (GCC) Youth Service data prior to closure.  Please contact Caron Forbes for details.
4 & 5
Kevin Devaney advised that although wide screen TV and artwork removed from Youth Centre, most equipment retained in the youth centre.  Kevin Devaney to prepare an asset register for agreement by GCC.  
5
Action complete
6
Kevin Devaney confirmed there has been provision for young people on Thursday evenings over summer at Springbank Youth Centre which will continue.
7
Jamie Burn to advise date of All Saints Academy Community day when known.
8
Action complete
9

Make a Difference Day, Saturday 29th October, coincides with monthly litter pick day at Springfield Park.  Kevin Devaney to advise date Make a Difference Day activities to be held at Centre which is likely to be in the half term break.   For more information on Make a Difference Day and to access information on organising an event see: http://www.csv.org.uk/campaigns/csv-make-difference-day
10

Engineer from Proven, wind turbine manufacturers to attend the site week commencing 19th September 2011.  


	JP

JB
KD


	Agenda Item 3 – Children and Young People
	

	· Youth Provision
· Springbank Youth Centre – Kevin Devaney advised that eleven volunteers attended safeguarding training this week with GCC youth worker to attend youth sessions next week to identify needs.  Youth sessions will resume on Thursday 14th September.
· Hesters Way Partnership – funded provision by Play Gloucestershire Play Rangers in Springfield and King George V parks over the summer and two football sessions by YMCA.  
· Fintan Football Club – now has youth teams playing in Springfield Park three evenings a week and training sessions on Saturdays from 10am.  Currently sessions are for up to age 13 but there are hopes to extend to seniors next year.  There are plans to take part in fun days, litter picks and engage in a football evening for the cubs. Caron to circulate poster when received. 
· Ron Smiths Pavilion – Cllr Jeffries has approached Cheltenham Borough Council (CBC) to enable access to use for events.  Janice Payne to investigate progress and identify the officer responsible for the building.
· Funding – local young people identified a ‘wish list’ and a funding bid has been submitted to GCC funding for young people to include: xbox kinnect, first aid training, website and mini bus hire to enable linking up with other projects across town.  Kevin to share draft funding bid with Andy Hayes.  Following recent meeting of prospective youth providers across the town organised by GAVCA, letter to be sent to Richard Gibson demonstrating Partner consultation in the process.  Andy highlighted the difficult timing of this funding over the summer and he will contact YMCA to encourage a bid for provision across the area.
· Springbank Primary Academy – formerly Arthur Dye Primary, has become an Academy from September 2011.
· All Saints Academy – Jamie Burn, Community Director, advised the Academy opens this week with first day of full student complement being Monday 12th September.  Sports facilities available for letting from 12th September and are already almost fully booked.  The intention is to ensure that a balance is maintained to enable access by a wide spectrum of users, clubs and groups while generating an income for the Academy.  Building works continue outside with outdoor sport areas and astro to be completed by January.  Interest has been received from organisations including Cheltenham Town FC, Saracens, South Side FC and others.  Hire currently available from 5pm to 9pm.  Plans include opening a fitness centre on a pay as you go basis for community access.  For information on lettings, sport, courses please contact Jamie.  Jamie happy to pass on queries on other issues to the appropriate member of staff.  To contact Jamie please email jburn@asachelt.org
Kevin Devaney keen to make links with All Saints Academy.  Flexible Friday may provide opportunities for volunteering as students finish at 1.30pm on alternate Fridays.
Next Hesters Way Children and Young People and Extended Schools meeting to be held at All Saints Academy on 28th September 2011 from 2pm to 4pm.
	CF

JP


	
	

	Agenda Item 4 – Community Safety – no Police representative present.
	

	
	

	Agenda Item 5 – RSL Update – no representatives of Registered Social Landlords present.  The Chair expressed disappointment at low RSL attendance at these meetings.
	

	
	

	Agenda Item 6 – Environment Update
	

	· Green Flag Award – Springfield Park has been awarded Green Flag status with Janice Payne offering thanks to everyone who helped during the application process,  including litter pickers, footballers, park users and the local community.  While it is accepted that litter levels are sometimes high, this is indicative of significant rise in levels of park usage over the last five years.  Janice to identify where flag to be displayed with potential for a flagpole to be erected on the Resource Centre to reduce potential vandalism issues.  Park will be inspected annually to retain award, not yet known if this will be with prior notice.  Interpretation boards to be erected next week.  Should any graffiti or damage be observed, please contact CBC immediately as specialist cleaning products are required.  Chris Green offered to notify Janice daily if Centre staff made aware of any damage.
· Opal Nature Survey – to take place in Springfield Park on 14th and 15th of October. This is the only survey of this type taking place in Gloucestershire with Janice hoping to involve local schools on the 14th and families and the local community being encouraged to participate on the 15th.  For more details see www.opalexplorenature.org  Caron to circulate more details when available.
· Springfield Park - Janice noted the following:

· Footpaths in the park cracking due to dry conditions.  Inspection teams to be made aware.  

· Dog owners advised to take care in areas of scrub and long grass to avoid ticks. Noted that scrub areas provide additional security for homes backing onto the park.

· Please advise CBC immediately of incidents of offensive graffiti and broken glass to enable prompt clearance.
· Janice thanked Sovereign Housing for action taken to improve the area around Parkview properties and removal of broken fencing.  Property likely to be repaired in approximately the next three months following tender process.  

· Cllr Williams advised she has contacted Orbit Housing regarding fly tipping identified to properties for which they have responsibility and is awaiting action.

· Janice Payne asked for help in confirming that lighting on pathway between Springfield Park and Welch Road is working adequately.  Please contact Janice with details.

· GCHQ – S106 funding – Andy Hayes advised that approximately £300K funding arising from the construction GCHQ, available to support improvements to local infrastructure.  Suggestions being considered by GCHQ and Borough and County Councils include changes to Park and Ride, cycle routes and signage.  Noted at meeting that many local residents in favour of road to link areas of Springbank although this would exceed the funding available.  Other suggestions included speed warning lights on Princess Elizabeth Way and shuttle bus services to connect local areas with Coronation Square.  Please forward any suggestions to Caron (caronf@hwnp.org.uk) for transmission to Owen Parry, Integrated Transport Manager, Cheltenham Borough Council.

	CG



	Agenda Item 7 – Community Development
	

	· Make a Difference Day – Kevin Devaney to confirm date and will link with litter picking groups and Janice Payne to decide on activities.
	

	
	

	Agenda Item 8 – Current Proposals and Projects – 

· Timebank/Fairshares –Kevin Devaney to update at next meeting
· Eco Fun Party – organised by Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project to be held on Saturday 24th September at Springbank Community Resource Centre.  Fun activities for all the family with an environmental focus.  Activities to include graffiti project, African drumming and food, play rangers, bouncy castle with participating organisations including Fintan FC, Friends of the Earth, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Severn Wye Energy Agency, Cheltenham Borough Homes Neighbourhood Wardens and Hesters Way Children’s Centre.  Event will end with candle lighting event to celebrate International Peace Day.  
	

	
	

	Agenda Item 9 -  Any Other Business 

· SPARK – parents fundraising group (Springbank Primary Academy Raising Funds for Kids) initial fundraising to enable children to go on theatre trip.  If you would like to make a donation or have a fundraising opportunity for the group, please contact Caron for contact details.
· All Saints Academy – Jamie Burn hoping to bring a professional pantomime to the Academy.  Project will be organised by 6th form students with tickets available at reasonable cost likely to be in the region of £5.  
· Kargi Pastoralist Link – Khoboso Hargura, originally from Northern Kenya, introduced herself and her registered charity which was set up originally to repay the support she had had as a child from an unknown UK sponsor who paid for her education. Her charity is now working to find sponsors for other children.  Khoboso is currently volunteering with Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project while attending the University of Gloucestershire.

· Friends of Springbank – next meeting 8th September 2011 from 4-5pm.
· Hesters Way Partnership – investigating installations of Photo Voltaic Cells provided by Free Tricity on both Springbank and Hesters Way Community Resource Centres.  Update at next meeting.
· Winter Wonderland – organised by Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project, will take place on Saturday 10th December 2011 from 11am to 2.30pm

	

	Agenda Item 10 – Date and Time of Next Meeting

Wednesday 7th December 2011 10am – 12pm

@
 Springbank Community Resource Centre
Dates and times of future meetings together with meeting papers can be viewed on our website via http://www.hwpartnership.org.uk/springbank%20forum%20meetings.htm
Please see page 4 for action table.
Signed…………………………………………….      Date…………………………………………..
	

	
	Action
	Name

	1
	Investigate additional signage on dog fouling penalties for Springfield Park with Duncan Turner and update on enforcement action taken
	Janice Payne

	2
	Advise date of All Saints Academy community meeting/day when known
	Jamie Burn

	3
	Advise date of ‘Make a Difference Day’ activities in Springbank 
	Kevin Devaney

	4
	Circulate Fintan FC poster on receipt
	Caron Forbes

	5
	Investigate community access to Ron Smith’s Pavilion 
	Janice Payne

	6
	Advise Janice Payne of any damage to park interpretation boards without delay
	Chris green
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