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�


St Marks Neighbourhood Watch Update





During September there were 14 burglaries in the St Marks area which is a substantial increase on August when there was 5. On 8 of these occasions offenders have gained entry through insecurities which include an open front door, insecure rear door,an insecure patio door and by reaching in through an insecure window. That is 57% of all burglaries occurring where properties were insecure.





Please ensure that your keep your properties secure and lock doors and windows when you are not in the room or go out. 





There has been 3 incidents in the St Marks area where offender have unscrewed the hinges of shed doors and gained access stealing items from within. There has also been 3 incidents where garages have been broken in and a high value bikes stolen from within. 





 If you have high value items such as bikes, tools, fishing gear or golf clubs stored in garages, sheds or outbuilding ensure that the access is appropriately secure, i.e using robust hasps and padlocks. Secure bikes within using ground anchors and chains. Also ensure that valuables are not on show by either covering the items or by covering any windows, if criminals can not see the the items they are less likely to break in. 





Consider property marking such as Smartwater or Selecta DNA and free online property registers such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.immobilise.com" ��www.immobilise.com�. Criminals do not like property marking and both of these measures will increase the chance of offenders being caught and your property being returned.





Paul Francis, the Constabulary’s Crime Reduction Officer, said: 


Thieves do not like to hang about - the more obstacles you put in their way the less likely they will be to bother.”





We would like to remind you to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to us on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.  Information from the public assists us in detecting and preventing crime and allows us to target those involved in crime.



































