cma Training

Inside the Mind of a Distraction Burglar
(These facts have come from the mouths of Distraction burglars during interview.)

1. Dirty Curtains & closed windows indicate that a person is not mobile and will not be able to follow the distracter whilst in the premises.

2. Single milk bottle on doorstep indicates lone occupant.

3. Nicotine stains on curtains indicate expensive habit, therefore no spare cash for theft.

4. Intercom entry phone/bell indicates occupant is immobile & worth targeting.

5. Wheelchair ramps or grip handles give similar indication.

6. If a large amount is stolen, return within 4-6 months.  Pensioner spends £25 - £30 per week and saves £50 from each week’s pension.  A visit after 6 months should leave around £500 to be found and stolen.

7. When outside the letterbox, lift the letter flap and smell.  If it smells musty and of urine and carpets are well worn, no money is being spent on the property.  Money will be stashed in the house.

8. Poor outside paint work etc give similar indication.

9. Offer to do a gardening job for free!  OAP will offer money anyway.  Smell the money.  If it smells musty it is part of a stash likely to be kept in the house.

10. On entry to the house ask for rent book, health card, pension book etc.  These are normally hidden with any secreted cash.

11. Follow Meals on Wheels to locate OAP addresses.

12. Follow OAP home when seen in street and note address for later visit.

13. AVOID houses on main roads.  Fear of passing Police Patrols.

14. If on a job with a partner and you find a big stash, leave it and return later, alone.

15. Operate in teams of 2-5+.  If area unknown will park on edge of estate and walk through to identify OAP addresses.

16. Distracter will not wear gloves as they draw attention of potential witnesses.

17. Will touch ground floor windows with back of hand to test heat of room to see if occupied.

18. Listen through letterboxes for signs of occupancy.

19. Hold internal doors by top corner or edge above handle area.

20. These criminals are professional, organised, forensically aware, and make thousands of pounds.
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