Hesters Way Library, Youth Project and Sports Centre.
Hesters Way Partnership (HWP) were very pleased to see the Gloucestershire County Council’s (GCC) proposal to continue the provision of a county library service as detailed in the draft plans announced by on January 20th. Thanks go out to FOGL whose campaign to prevent closure and the development of community libraries has been successful in Hesters Way, Matson and Tuffley. Clearly the equalities impact assessment commissioned by GCC indicated that library closure would be felt most in areas of deprivation where government cuts have been and are still to be widely felt. 
With this in mind HWP are keen to encourage support for the relocation of the library from its current building in Edinburgh Place to the Oasis Centre on Coronation Square. This would enable the centre to remain open and would allow local organisations to provide the following additional services over and above those associated with retention of the County Library Service ;

· Multi functional spaces for the following activities
· additional IT services for community use 

· dedicated children’s library space programme of pre school activities - music, gym, art, story time, entertainment, cookery 

· Befriender scheme
· book and drama clubs
· coffee shop

· local universal youth provision including “Dreamscheme”
· venue for targeted youth work 

· venue for young carers and disability groups 

· community garden space designed by young people
· sports and healthy lifestyles provision 

· Basketball

· Badminton

· Gymnastics

· Judo

· Karate

· Zumba

· 5 a side football

· Iyengar yoga  

· community development hub support for individuals as well as local groups, fun events, cinema, holiday play activities, 'charity of the week' stall space, food festivals  

· adult education provision opportunities to learn, website design support group, source and share information, cv writing 

· volunteer opportunities 

With these are a host of implied benefits for the wider community and enhanced life chances for all. 

In a recent Hesters Way Children and Young People’s Partnership meeting on December 8th the group voted unanimously in support of this proposal. 
As an organisation dedicated to promoting and facilitating the regeneration of Hesters Way and to the development of a sustainable local community the proposed cuts present us with many challenges. However, we hope that these can be overcome through strong partnership between local residents and voluntary and statutory agencies. Have your say at http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries2012 before March 11th so we can show what the community wants.
