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Brief Facts & Figures

For the crime year so far (1st April 2010 – 31st October 2010) overall crime in the Hesters Way INA is down by 18.6%. In real terms this equates to 350 fewer crimes and victims of crime.
Violence against the person is down by 18.3%, 53 fewer offences.

Overall burglary is down by 13%, 39 fewer offences. This is particularly pleasing as it turns round the recent increase that had been seen here.
Overall theft is down by 16.5%, 113 fewer offences.

Criminal Damage is down by 23.5%, 94 fewer offences.

So far this year a total of 6888 incidents have been recorded in the Hesters Way area, of which 1485 have been grade 1 incidents requiring attendance within 10 minutes.

Positive Results

In the nearly three years that I have been at Hesters Way I don’t believe that I have ever reported on anything other than a reduction in overall crime and the continued crime reduction that is evidenced above reflects the hard work being done by officers at the INA working together with our partners and communities. 
Our regular operations – Lollypop, Lightening, Lister, etc. have been built into normal practice and are now part of business as usual rather than anything separate or different. 
Operations continue to take place as and when there is a need, indeed Operation Lucifer is currently underway to address any Halloween and fireworks related disorder and Operation Scott is building on previous good work to keep up the positive results we are experiencing in relation to burglaries.

Search warrants are obtained and executed as the evidence and intelligence for them comes in and recent results have seen us seizing more drugs, offensive weapons, firearms and money.

Looking Ahead

We are currently undergoing a process of review and restructure to ensure the best use of resources and to make sure that the right resources are in the right places. As part of this process we will be moving away from our current structure to one that consists of 6 Local Policing Areas, each generally coterminous with the Borough council areas. Within this structure there will be 9 SCTs, 2 of which will be in the Cheltenham area, these will be Cheltenham North (Hesters Way & Whaddon) and Cheltenham South (Leckhampton & Town Centre). In order to ensure a smooth move to this new structure the first part of this change will happen on 15th November when Inspector Jon Roberts will take over the new Cheltenham North area, further changes will take place over the coming months until the new structure is fully in place by the end of March 2011.
We remain committed to community policing and these changes will ensure that we can continue to safeguard our communities and address the issues that concern them. We will carry on working with our partners and communities to tackle community priorities, the concerns of local residents, to keep people safe from harm and to increase the levels of confidence and satisfaction felt by all of those that we deal with.

The information provided by our communities continues to play an integral part in how we direct our resources, to target those who commit crime and impact on the quality of life for all residents of the area. Therefore once again I make my usual appeal to all sectors of the community to contact the police, either directly on 0845 090 1234 or anonymously on the crime stoppers number 0800 555 111 if they have any information which might assist.

Inspector Erik Sherwood
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