Gloucestershire County Council faces multi million pound funding cuts

Gloucestershire County Council has revealed it is facing Government funding cuts of £6.5m.

The cuts form part of government savings totalling more than £6 billion in a bid to tackle the biggest peacetime deficit since the war. Councils are set to bear the brunt of spending cuts with nearly £1.2 billion to come from local government through axing individual cash grants. Gloucestershire receives £525.5 million from the Government.

The road safety budget is being cut by £390,000, transport will be cut by £1.3 million, while other cuts total over £2 million, which includes grants to business and Local Area Agreement cash for neighbourhoods.

Councillor Mark Hawthorne, leader of Gloucestershire County Council, said: "While these cuts will be difficult to manage, we have to play our part in reducing the national deficit. It's still too early at this stage to know what impact this will have on specific services, but I want to reassure people that we are prepared and will be working over the coming months to deliver these savings.

"This is clearly the start of things to come and we will be working hard to make substantial savings where ever we can from now on."

The breakdown of revenue (money used to run day to day business) cuts are:

· Department for Education ABG - £2.63million (The education ABG does not provide funding for schools - it funds specific youth related grants)

· Small grants round

· Family Intervention Project

· Connexions

· Recession training fund

· Health and Well being fund

· Substance misuse

· Domestic violence

· Extended schools

· Supporting People administration ABG - £260,000

· Road safety - £210,000

· Home Office ABG – £60,000

· Capital (money used for specific projects or new builds):

· Integrated Transport - £1.37million

· Road safety - £180,000

· Local Authority Business Growth Incentive grant - £313,000

· Local Area Agreement reward grant - £1.5million

It will not be until October when the results of the Local Government Comprehensive Spending Review are announced that we have the full picture but the one already presented is dismally bleak. Announcements of further cuts at Cheltenham Borough Council can also be expected at the same time.
