Easter Eggstravaganza Report-Celia Wear-Community Development Worker –(HWP)-7/4/09
The Easter Eggstravaganza held at St Marks and Hesters Way Community Centre on Saturday 4th April from 11 am -1 pm had 256 people from 55 streets even as far as Swindon enjoying the activities and the sunshine. For 22 families it was their first time to the centre. 21 residents/5 households were from GHA/Guiness. CeIia will arrange to meet with CBH and Fosseway to establish how many people came from other housing associations.
Echo Press Article 177 words Easter Eggstravaganza
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“DOZENS descended on St Marks and Hester's Way Community Centre for an Easter Eggstravaganza.

Families from the area went along to enjoy free prizes and chocolate, and to meet local community groups in Brookland Road on Saturday.

An egg hunt was sponsored by Play Gloucestershire and children were also able to try their hands at arts and crafts activities. Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum arranged the crafts and the children threw themselves into the Easter spirit by making egg collages.

Celia Wear, community development worker for Hester's Way Partnership, organised the event and said about 250 people turned up.

"It was really successful. It was a lovely sunny day so the kids could get outside and play in the sun," she said.
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"The most popular event was probably the children's activities, especially the Easter egg hunt which Play Gloucestershire came along and ran."

More than £65 was raised for Sue Ryder Care through the sale of locally made jams and crafty items.

Celia added: "There was a mixture of agencies and community groups there promoting their cause."

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 ‘Fun Music Man’ sponsored by the Hesters Way Children Centre entertained a large crowd and has a regular following. The parents are happy to go to any venue where he is. The HWCC are running activities at St Marks as well as Springbank after Easter.
The Mid counties Co-operative awarded the event with £100 from Co operative Membership Community Funding www.midcounties.coop so there were five prizes for the Free Draw; 
· a luxury Easter egg

· tin of biscuits

· tin of Roses

· hamper of shortbread, china cups and spoons, coffee, chocolate cake and cocoa  
· a fruit hamper; melon, pineapple, red grapes, green grapes, kiwi and pink lady apples. 
The funding also covered 54 small boxes of chocolate Smarties for the egg hunt, 
A cuddly rabbit for Guess the name of the Rabbit was won by Poppleton, Buckingham Ave. People weren’t keen to have two turns for 10p so not many squares sold.
24 Easter eggs for the residents who completed a survey with Celia in February and March Refreshments; 

· Tea, coffee, milk, sugar plus free drinks for 25 volunteers
· Orange squash and blackcurrant squash-plus free drinks for 10 singers
· 15 chocolate mini rolls –all gone
· 48 hot cross buns -half sold
· 18 pieces of Simnel cakes-6/18 sold
· 50 cornflake crispy cakes –all gone
· 36 Easter Mallows (marshmallow in coconut) - half sold
· 8 pieces of Luxury Chocolate cake –all gone

Children obviously love chocolate!! A big thank you to Co-op and we can apply every three months?
Mike Harrison contacted the Mid-counties co-op on behalf of HWP. In return for the award we need to mention their donation on all publicity with their logo encouraging people to join their free membership scheme.
Mike Harrison coordinator for Community Recycling Champions for Vision 21 collected a few volunteers for his cause and enquired about a larger hall than St Marks. CeIia recommended Springbank and gave him the Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project Website.
Play Gloucestershire ran the Easter Egg hunt, den building and outdoor games in the grassed area at the back of the centre. It was fantastic weather. People asked if they would go to Hesters Way Park (Fishy Park) in the holidays.
Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum sponsored Cecilia to run the craft activity with Sarah from the CAG&M for over 50 children who created fantastic egg collages over four long tables. Celia has established a good relationship with Faye and Kate at the gallery. Faye has visited the group at Springbank three times to run special free workshops i.e pottery, calligraphy, Victorian Christmas and twice a small group have been to the gallery to create work for themed exhibitions i.e. Surreal Art and pottery . The launch of the pottery exhibition is Saturday 25th April at 11 am at Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum. Kate is interested in being involved in the Midsummer Madness.
Wendy Mills brought locally made jams and chutneys. She lives in Benhall and gets a lot of her produce from the farm shop at Shurdington. It is all voluntary and donates all the proceedings to Sue Ryder. On Saturday she made £50. Pam Howe who runs Springbank Craft club with Pauline raised £14.45 for Sue Ryder with her home made craft. Pauline raised £5 for the Springbank Craft Club.
Friends of Rowanfield sponsored the iced biscuit activity.

The Stable promoted their vegetable box scheme. They sold five baskets and received orders for next week. The Trainers provided musical entertainment. The Stable are setting up a Social enterprise, planting their own vegetables and going out into the community doing people’s gardens. They are looking for land to grow vegetables. They also run a community cinema and activities for children on a Friday i.e. table tennis, snooker and dancing. Philip and Mike are discussing the resources and activities for the midsummer madness event. Celia will contact Sarah Penny (Oasis), Alison Prey (Glos Coll) and Kevin Devaney (HWNP) the three other venue providers.
Regular St Marks users gave Free dream interpretation to a fascinated many.
A resident who is fantastic at art painted an acrylic seascape to donate to the raffle and the church. If you’re interested in art classes contact Celia.
Owen is the community ranger for Cheltenham Borough council and is working on improving the green spaces and parks. A Park Watch scheme is being set up at King George V. Celia is keen to work with agencies to improve the safety of these areas so that activites can be organised i.e. sports events, weekly walks, picnics in the park. 
The raffle raised £51 and refreshments £31.34 total £82.34.  Room hire £120 so shortfall of £37.66. Raffle prizes donated by Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project, Kraft Foods, Ballyhoo Play Barn, Cotswold Bowl and Mid Counties Coop. Raffle tickets were distributed by Caron (HWP) making and refreshments served by Catherine (GHA) who were photographed in bunny ears on the centre’s field area. 
John Webster Borough councillor for St Marks drew the winners of the prize draw and chatted to Mike and Mike.
The mobile police station and police car heard people’s concerns.
The fire engine arrived at 1.30 pm. They’d been to an emergency but are happy to come along when they can. It is better they are out doing a good job.
The event was organised by Celia Wear Community Development Worker for Hesters Way Partnership (HWP). Part of her work is funded by Gloucestershire Housing Association (GHA). This is her second event following the massive success of the Winter Wonderland held at Springbank Community Resource Centre last December. Residents surveyed have asked for more community events and activities. The next one is Midsummer Madness on 20th June The four agency buildings Gloucestershire College, Hesters Way Community Resource Centre, Oasis Youth Centre and St Aidans Church are getting involved. This will link with the Fiesta in the Park planned for Pittville on the 4th July. Contact Celia if you know of anyone who would like to go with the community on the free transport to the Fiesta in the Park.

Celia is also working with local people to organise ‘pamper parties, ‘picnics in the park’, ‘weekly walks’ ‘sensory garden’ ‘free fun days’ and ‘garden tours’. If you live in the area and have any ideas or are an agency who want to be involved with any of the above please contact Celia 07968373032 or at the office 01242 548294.
