Hesters Way Partnership


Community Soapbox
St Marks Community (including St Peters, The Moors, Rowanfield, Alstone and Gloucester Road

Notes of meeting held Wednesday 30th March 2011
Christ College, Arle Road
	Introduction

The meeting was Chaired by Andy Hayes, Hesters Way Partnership.  To aid discussion, participants split into facilitated groups.
31 people attended the meeting.  21 were identified as local residents of whom 14 were not known to have attended any meetings previously. The event had been advertised in the Gloucestershire Echo, local Community Centres, Viewpoint Magazine and via 4500 leaflets distributed via local schools, outlets and door to door.
Points Raised

	· Racism - name calling at Providence Park and individuals prevented from using park
· Litter –
· Tesco Trolleys –abandoned trolleys noted. 

· Arle Store/Gardens – litter around shop – gets into Arle Gardens.  There are bins but shopkeeper does not keep tidy.  Adjoining house has litter problems and looks messy.  Thought be caused by school children.
· Devon Avenue – litter arising from chip shop

· Arle Road, Arle Gardens and Devon Avenue – high levels of litter.  School children drop litter and parents do not enforce the use of bins.  Bin on corner of alleyway not emptied when full.

· General levels of litter and old leaves noted.

· Dogs – dog owners pick up dog mess and put in green bags but then throw bags down as litter. 
·  No separate dog bins available.
· Dog bin required at Bryron Road.

· Sports field by the bridge (Alstone Croft Playing Field) – signage indicating no dog exercising is ignored and should be enforced with consequences.

· Alstone Lane – dog mess noted

· Arle Avenue – excessive dog mess on the pavements between Arle Avenue and the Bridge

· Gloucester Road – dog mess

· Vehicles – 
· Ex BMX track – The Moors – used by one or two noisy scrambling bikes.  Use of mini motos noted on footpath.  Noise issues by spectators noted when previously used as BMX track at weekends.

· Cruisers at Kingsditch Industrial Park – noise from vehicles on Sunday evenings and litter issues on Monday’s noted .

· Access by large lorries – cutting through from Arle Road to Princess Elizabeth Way.  Concerns that this may be due to satellite navigation systems.
· Norfolk Avenue – vehicles driving across green space.  Residents have contacted Cheltenham Borough Homes regarding bollards

· Alstone Lane – speeding vehicles.
· Roads – Potholes a problem everywhere but Hayden Lane.  Roads constantly being repaired.
· Tennyson Road/A40 Junction – noted as dangerous
· Arle Road/Arle Gardens – pot holes and uneven pavements
· Arle Road/Merryville Road – uneven pavements caused by tree roots

· Vandalism and Anti Social Behaviour
· Arle Road – Stones thrown at windows and rubbish thrown on street (late at night)
· Arle Road Stores – issues with vandalism

· Arle Avenue, Arle Road and Arle Gardens – damage to walls 
· Norfolk Avenue – anti social behaviour from local children and poor parental control

· Devon Avenue – anti social behaviour at long term empty properties by young people.

· Burglaries – concerns on general increase across the town and any potential effect on house prices.  Noted that signs indicating plain clothes police patrolling ineffective with a request for more people to engage in natural surveillance by keeping a look out.
· Parking 
· Shakespeare Road/Tennyson Road – incidents of vehicles parking on double yellow lines to access shop on a blind corner.  Request for more parking enforcement.

· Coronation Square – parking on double yellow lines at car park exit.

· Gloucester Road/Libertus Road – parking on double yellow lines.
· Rowanfield School – inconsiderate parking outside school – potential to resolve via road safety department at Glos County Council and introduction of 20s plenty.
· Alstone Lane/Arle Gardens – parking on pavements.
· Alstone Avenue – misuse of disabled parking bay.
· Arle Road/Arle Gardens – parking on pavements resulting in poor visibility.
· Christ College Closure – concerns raised regarding securing of empty buildings and future use of buildings with hopes this will be in keeping with the area.

· Alstone – concerns raised regarding ageing population and associated issues.

·  ‘A’ Bus Service – use of bad language by some passengers 
· Gloucester Road Building Site (Opposite Gas Works) – noted as an eyesore following University pulling out of building student accommodation on the site.
Positive Feedback for the area

· Rowanfield – building work has started on student accommodation in Devon Avenue

· Rowanfield Rocks – successful event promoting community cohesion held by Rowanfield Junior School with over 400 people attending.

· Friends of Rowanfield – have opened a Community Life Café.  

· Crime Figures – for Rowanfield felt to be generally good (Police website)

· Street Lighting Repairs – praise for swift repair of lighting in Brooklyn Gardens

· School Uniform – students look smart and present a good image
· Good Bus Service
· Friendly neighbours
· St Barnabas Church– Involvement of PCSOs with Youth Club felt to be very positive.
Issues raised will be discussed at the Neighbourhood Coordination meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th April 2011 at St Barnabas Church Hall from 2pm to 4pm.
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